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WHO WE ARE

Vision

• A just and equitable society that nurtures all youth and is enriched 
by their contributions.

Mission

• To create opportunities for Latino youth and families to realize 
their highest potential.

Founded in 1998, Identity is a community-based organization located in 
Montgomery County, MD that serves Latino youth and their families.



OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM

• FAMILY ASSESSMENTS / 

WELLNESS PLANS

• MONTHLY WORKSHOPS

• LITERACY CLASSES
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COMPONENTS

• MATH + READING SUPPORT

• STEM

• HOMEWORK SUPPORT

• COLLEGE + CAREER EXPLORATION

• SUMMER SCHOOL

• CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

• RECREATION

• SSL OPPORTUNITIES

ACADEMIC SUPPORT

ACTIVITIES

SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL

PARENT

EVALUATION

• Trauma Assessments

• English Literacy Assessments

Session 
Observations

Youth Satisfaction 
Surveys

Parent Satisfaction 
Surveys

School Staff 
Surveys

QUALITY 
ASSURANCE

• Baseline, Midyear & Exit Surveys 

• Formative & Summative Scores

• MAP-M 

• Monthly Workshop Exit Surveys

• Intake / Exit Surveys 

• Report Cards (GPA, Math 
Grades, Attendance)

• MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING

• CASE MANAGEMENT SERVICES

SUPPORTIVE 

SERVICES

• Report Cards (SSL Hours)

• ETO Tracking of Referrals



Males
53%

Females
47%

WHO WE SERVE

• SCHOOLS
• Montgomery Village

• Takoma Park

• Parkland

• Roberto Clemente

• Forest Oak

• Neelsville

• Gaithersburg

315
middle school

students

14%
uninsured

74%
FARMS

24%
single 
parent 
home

2%
live w/out 

either 
parent

30%
no place to 

study free of 
distraction

9%
precarious 

housing 



USA
59%

El Salvador
19%

Honduras
6%

Guatemala
4%

South America
6%

Other
6%

WHO WE SERVE

41%

foreign-
born

58%  < 3 years in US

40% undocumented

55% prefer Spanish



HOW WE COLLECT DATA

Needs Assessments

Baseline & Exit Surveys
- Self - Assessments.

- Spanish and English.

- Measure changes in knowledge, attitudes, and 

behaviors in several domains. 

- Questions Extracted from Validated Scales.



Childhood Adverse Experiences (ACE)

Methodology

Identity

• Self-reported (youth.)

• Current ACE

• Ages: 10 - 13. 

• Economic Hardship and 
CPS from Case Worker 
files.

• Sample size: 315

National Survey of 
Children’s  Health

• Phone Interviews with 
parents.

• Ever exposed to ACEs.

• Ages: Birth – 17.

• Sample size: 95,677 
(US) and 2,181 
(Maryland) 

Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACE) are events 

or chronic conditions in a 
child’s environment, family 

or social structure that cause 
intense stress and disrupt 

healthy physical and 
psychological development.



26%

20%

3%

7% 7%
4%

20%
17%

3%
6% 6%

4%

25%

30%

2% 2%

10%

19%

ECONOMIC 
HARDSHIP

(NEEDED FOOD AND/OR 
CLOTHING SERVICES)

DIVORCE OR 
SEPARATION OF 

A PARENT

DEATH OF A 
PARENT

PARENT INCARCERATION WITNESSING 
ADULT 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

TREATED
OR JUDGED

UNFAIRLY DUE
TO

RACE/ETHNICITY

National Survey of Children's Health - US
(n=95,677)

National Survey of Children's Health - Maryland
(n=2,181)

Identity
(n=315)

Identity´s FY15 Program Participants Reported a 
Disproportionate Number of Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACE).



74%

21%

3%

14%

FARMS SEPARATION FROM 
ONE OR BOTH 

PARENTS DUE TO
IMMIGRATION

CHILD PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES 

REFERRALS
(CPS)

BULLIED 
AT SCHOOL

Additional ACE Data Collected by Identity



70%

39%

30%

IDENTITY BASELINE SURVEYS (N=315)

NATIONAL SURVEY OF CHILDREN'S HEALTH -
MARYLAND 
(N=2,181)

NATIONAL SURVEY OF CHILDREN'S HEALTH - US
(N=95,677)

Percentage of youth that reported being exposed to at least one ACE

Identity youth are exposed to ACE at higher rates than U.S. and 
Maryland youth. 



Correlations between exposure to ACE 
and School Connectedness at BASELINE

47%

7%

20%

38%

57%

17%

40% 37%

93%

27%

93%

39%

OVERALL - POOR
SCHOOL 

CONNECTEDNESS

LOW LEVELS OF 
SCHOOL BOND

NEGATIVE 
PERCEPTION OF 

SCHOOL 
ENVIRONMENT

NEGATIVE 
PERCEPTION OF 

AVAILABLE SCHOOL 
SUPPORT

No ACE 1 - 2 ACEs 3 or more ACEs



64%

62%

56%

53%

68%

61%

76%

64%

64%

50%

60%

56%

Perception of Available
School Support

Perception of School
Environment

School Bond

OVERALL - SCHOOL
CONNECTEDNESS

No ACE

1 - 2 ACEs

3 or more ACEs

Improvements in School Connectedness at 
EXIT



22%
15%

9%

32%

18%

11%

40%

24%

15%

OVERALL - NEGATIVE 
ACADEMIC OUTLOOK

LOW 
ACADEMIC 

MOTIVATION

LOW 
ACADEMIC 

EXPECTATIONS

No ACE 1 - 2 ACEs 3 or more ACEs

Correlations between exposure to ACE 
and Academic Outlook at BASELINE



80%

88%

77%

77%

68%

77%

57%

39%

47%

Academic Expectations

Academic Motivation

OVERALL - ACADEMIC
OUTLOOK

No ACE

1 - 2 ACEs

3 or more ACEs

Improvements in Academic Outlook at EXIT



36%
29%

16%

74%

37%
31%

17%

73%

54%
46%

22%

88%

LOW 
EMOTIONAL 
WELL-BEING

LOW 
SELF-ESTEEM

HIGH LEVELS OF 
DEPRESSION 
SYMPTOMS

LOW 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

AND ANGER 
MANAGEMENT SKILLS

No ACE 1 - 2 ACEs 3 or more ACEs

Correlations between exposure to ACE 
and Emotional Well-Being at BASELINE



36%

78%

82%

70%

50%

78%

72%

66%

33%

50%

76%

58%

Anger Management and
Conflict Resolution Skills

Depression Symptoms

Self-Esteem

OVERALL - EMOTIONAL
WELL-BEING

No ACE

1 - 2 ACEs

3 or more ACEs

Improvements in Emotional Well-Being at EXIT



54%
46%

69%

31%

77%

23%

BASIC PROFICIENT

No ACE 1 - 2 ACEs 3 or more ACEs

Correlations between exposure to ACE and 
Academic Performance at BASELINE
MSA/MAP Scores (Year I Study Sample – n=83)



Improvements in Math Grades at EXIT
(Year I Study Sample – n=83)

18%

35%

47%

20%

39%

41%

10%

35%

55%
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Knowing that Latino youth may be exposed to adverse childhood experiences at 
higher rates that other youth, makes it even more important to identify these 
experiences early on in order to ensure sufficient social/emotional and academic 
supports are in place to help them be successful.

Latino youth that have been exposed to multiple, adverse childhood 
experiences may face greater challenges than other youth to develop a sense 
of school connection and positive academic outlook, or experience high levels 
of emotional well-being.

Latino youth that have been exposed to multiple, adverse childhood 
experiences may face greater challenges than other youth in achieving academic 
improvements, but when provided with a comprehensive program that identifies 
and addresses their needs, these same youth can achieve academic success.

Conclusions


